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The Western Port Way
We are a proud school where each and every student has a place.
We provide a broad curriculum, including vocation-based subjects,
giving our students the education they need to succeed in a diverse
and changing world.
We work collaboratively to analyse multiple sources of student
learning data to design programs that meet each student’s point of
need.
Student wellbeing is a key priority and we strive to develop our
students personal and social skills to become confident, resilient and
valued members of the community.
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Junior School Curriculum
The Year 7 & 8 curriculum is designed to engage and support students in their transition to
secondary education.
They will study an exciting range of subjects taught by teachers experienced in helping
students manage the changes from primary to secondary schooling.
The table below shows how many periods per fortnight students participate in different
subjects:
Subject:

Year 7:

Year 8:

English

10

10

Mathematics

8

8

Humanities

7

4

STEM

8

8

Health & PE

6

6

Indonesian

3

3

Infinity

-

3

Semester Based

Cooking 8

Art 8

Semester Based

Music / Drama 8

Woodwork 8
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Youth Excellence Stream (YES) Program
This program is designed for Year 7 students entering an academic extension pathway.
The YES Program is made up of students who:
• will become involved in a range of leadership opportunities and be proud to represent
the College at a number of events
• are proven to be strong academically in literacy and numeracy across the curriculum
• have the potential to be independent learners and are conscientious about their class
work
Program Expectations – Year 7 to 9:
• The curriculum is designed to promote Excellence for students in Year 7-9, allowing
for individual needs
• Students will learn skills that prepare them for VCE
• YES students will study Indonesian from Year 7 until the end of Year 9
• YES students will commence a VCE study in Year 10
• A review of student placement in the YES Program will be conducted annually
The YES Program Selection Process:
1. Application form: These are available on the College Website
or from the child’s Primary School teacher
2. Shortlisted Students: Students who are shortlisted will
undertake the following steps for selection:
•

Academic Testing - Students will be tested at WPSC on
both their literacy and numeracy skills. Testing will take
place in Term 3 at the College. Students will be notified
of these dates when they are shortlisted

•

Interview Process - Students who are successful from the
academic testing phase, will be invited for an interview
at the College. Parents are encouraged to attend

•

Portfolio: Students will be required to bring a Portfolio to
the interview containing: 1 x Reference Letter of
Recommendation demonstrating motivation and
commitment, Past school reports, Academic and/or
Sporting Achievements, Leadership and community
involvement and Other relevant examples of classwork
or awards

3. Notification of Successful/Unsuccessful: All applicants
interviewed will be notified via mail of their outcome from the
above process • This announcement will be in line with the DET
Policy in formalising Year 7 enrolments

Western Port Secondary College

4

Leaders in Training Program
The Western Port Secondary College “Leaders in Training” (LIT) program, is specifically designed to
improve student learning outcomes and engagement within the classroom and beyond. The
curriculum is tailored to incorporate the current WPSC domain areas with a strong emphasis on sport
and leadership through each core subject. In line with the College Values, LIT will foster young leaders
who can represent WPSC with pride whether on the sporting
field, in the classroom or within the wider community.
The Leaders in Training Selection Process:
1. Application form: These are available on the College
Website or from the child’s Primary School teacher
2. Shortlisted Students: Students who are shortlisted will
undertake the following steps for selection:
•

Interview Process - Students who are successful from
the academic testing phase, will be invited for an
interview at the College. Parents are encouraged to
attend

•

Portfolio: Students will be required to bring a
Portfolio to the interview containing: 1 x Reference
Letter
of
Recommendation
demonstrating
motivation and commitment, Past school reports,
Academic and/or Sporting Achievements, Leadership
and community involvement and Other relevant
examples of classwork or awards

3. Notification of Successful/Unsuccessful: All applicants
interviewed will be notified via mail of their outcome from
the above process • This announcement will be in line with
the DET Policy in formalising Year 7 enrolments

Excel Homework Club
The Excel Homework Club offers learning extension and homework support every Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday afterschool to students from Years 7 & 8.
The program is free to attend and is staffed by learning support staff and teaching staff from
Western Port Secondary College.
Students also have access to all school learning resources during this time including full
internet connection. Bookings are not required. Students are provided with a drink and light
snack while they study.
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Learning Support
At the beginning of each unit of study, students are tested to identify the academic level they are
working at. Students will have conversations with their teachers about these results and their
academic program will be adjusted accordingly.
If the level students are working at for that unit of study requires additional support, students
will be arranged into groups to ensure this occurs.
All students have the right to receive support, work and educational material that helps to
develop and extend their skills. If students or parents have concerns or questions about the
learning program, please contact the relevant Learning Level Leader at the College. Staff are
more than happy to arrange a time to discuss and support the educational programs the College
delivers.

QuickSmart Literacy and Numeracy Program
QuickSmart is a comprehensive Literacy and Numeracy program developed by the University of New
England in Armidale, New South Wales and is currently run with great success in over 1100 schools
throughout Australia. QuickSmart Literacy and QuickSmart Numeracy, have been developed to assist
selected students, gain and improve their basic skills so their classroom work becomes easier, and
their learning more successful and enjoyable.
Western Port Secondary College has employed two full time staff to deliver this program to our
students. We are able to offer up to 50 places for each program in both Year 7 & 8. The program runs
for approximately 30 weeks with students attending three x 30-minute sessions per week. If selected,
students will be withdrawn from some of their regularly scheduled class time.
Students will be offered places into this program strictly on a needs basis with progress reported to
parents at regular intervals throughout the school year. Please note there are no additional costs
associated with this program.
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Laptop Allocation for 2021
In supporting our passion and commitment to delivering 21st Century
Education, we are excited to launch our pilot 2021 Laptop Program. This
will ensure that all Year 7 students who enrol at Western Port Secondary
College are supported with a laptop.
Further information regarding this program will be provided to families
once enrolment is confirmed.
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Year 7 Camp Howqua
Term 1 Orientation Camp

Located in the Victorian High Country via Mansfield,
Camp Howqua covers in excess of 64 hectares of
picturesque countryside situated on the beautiful
Howqua River.
Over 3 days, our Year 7s will take part in a range of
activities focusing on the key theme of building new
friendships nice and early in Term One.
Some of these activities include horse riding, river
tubing, water slide, survivor challenge, ropes and flying
fox. Students will also have the opportunity to take part
in activities such as archery, disc golf and fishing
throughout the program.

A deposit for Camp Howqua is due in late November and
payments can be made any time. CSEF is also available to
those eligible to subsidise the cost of the camp.
We can’t wait for all our students to take up this
awesome opportunity and join their Year 7 teachers in
what will be an amazing Secondary School experience!
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Year 8 Infinity

The Infinity Program has its foundations in Project Based Learning (PBL). The objectives of the
subject are to build student engagement, enthusiasm toward the year 8 program and peer
connectedness while developing students’ skills in collaboration, planning and independent
learning.
Students are grouped around areas of interest and work with a mentor teacher to select,
design and create projects around an area of particular interest and challenge. Each term
students rotate to the next mentor teacher where they are supported in a different area of
Project Based Learning.
The program aims are to move away from the traditional content focused teaching and
learning and to learn authentic entrepreneurial skills, work collaboratively, problem solve and
build on their resilience and learning independence.
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School Wide Positive Beahviour Support
At Western Port Secondary College we have created a strong and consistent
approach to behaviour support and management. This approach follows the
Department of Education's School Wide Positive Behaviour Support framework.
Western Port Secondary College is recognised in the region for being a leader in
positive behaviour support. We have achieved this through a system that
acknowledges and rewards positive student behaviour. We support this system
with a robust process that reduces negative behaviours, by not only keeping
students to account through consequences but also by teaching them how to
achieve behaviour expectations through coaching and reflection. This is a
consistent practice across our entire College community, creating calm
classrooms and outdoor spaces.

Student Leadership, Voice and Agency
We are passionate about student leadership and have aligned our Captaincy
positions in Years 7 to 12 to our four College Values; Community, Achievement,
Respect and Engagement. Our student leaders work through Legacy Projects to
ensure they make an impact within their year of leadership and really leave a
legacy through a passion project. We also understand that it doesn’t take a
badge to be a leader and we have both Senior and Junior student voice teams
who meet regularly to discuss the College climate and initiatives to enhance the
learning and wellbeing needs for each and every student. All WPSC students are
actively involved in a wide variety of decision-making aspects across our College,
notably having agency over their learning and classroom spaces.
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Year 7 & 8 English
The study of English is central to the learning and
development of all young Australians. It helps create
confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and
informed citizens. Individuals learn to analyse,
understand, communicate and build relationships
with others and the world around them through the
study of English.
Standards in the English domain are organised in
three dimensions:
•
•
•

Reading
Writing
Speaking and listening

The learning in these dimensions is interrelated. For
example, speaking and listening contribute to the
development of students’ reading responses. Writing
contributes to communication about texts read or
viewed and to reflection and learning. To help support
student progress in all three dimensions, learning
contexts are diverse and include situations that are
informal, formal, planned and spontaneous.

Year 7 & 8 Indonesian
Indonesian is the LOTE (Language Other Than English) subject of Western Port Secondary
College. All students from Years 7 & 8 attend three Indonesian sessions per fortnight. Students
are exposed to a wide range of activities that promote cultural identity and inclusion. Students
focus on both oral and written language skills with the aim of becoming confident using a second
language in daily practice.
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Year 7 & 8 Mathematics
The Mathematics curriculum at Western Port Secondary College focuses on developing increasingly
sophisticated and refined mathematical understanding, fluency, reasoning, modelling and problem-solving.
These capabilities enable students to respond to familiar and unfamiliar situations by employing mathematics
to make informed decisions and solve problems efficiently.
The curriculum ensures that the links between the various components of mathematics, as well as the
relationship between mathematics and other disciplines, are made clear. Mathematics is composed of
multiple but interrelated and interdependent concepts and structures which students apply beyond the
mathematics classroom. For example, in Science, understanding sources of error and their impact on the
confidence of conclusions is vital; in Geography, interpretation of data underpins the study of human
populations and their physical environments; in History, students need to be able to imagine timelines and
time frames to reconcile related events; and in English, deriving quantitative, logical and spatial information
is an important aspect of making meaning of texts.

Year 7 & 8 STEM
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) covers a wide range of disciplines and skills, which
are increasingly in demand in our rapidly changing world. STEM skills and knowledge are important for all
stages of our learning, jobs and everyday lives.
STEM education and training covers the specific knowledge and skills found in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics disciplines. STEM also covers the interrelationship between these areas,
allowing learning to be delivered in an integrated way, helping a deeper engagement in the four disciplines.
At Western Port Secondary College, STEM knowledge and skills are taught through the Victorian Curriculum
in Science. STEM education also develops capabilities such as critical and creative thinking, collaboration and
ethical decision making.
The Science curriculum provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of important
scientific concepts and processes, the practices used to develop scientific knowledge, the contribution of
science to our culture and society, and its applications in our lives. The curriculum has two interrelated
strands: Science Understanding and Science Inquiry Skills. Together, the two strands of the science curriculum
provide students with understanding, knowledge and skills through which they can develop a scientific view
of the world.
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Year 7 & 8 Humanities
The Humanities faculty incorporates the subject areas of History, Geography, Politics and Commerce. Within
these disciplines, students develop an understanding about the past, learn about the actions of individuals,
organisations and governments and build a knowledge of the world around them. Humanities assists students
in developing critical thinking, writing and analytical skills.
Students complete a compulsory semester length unit in History and Geography Topics include:
• History – The Ancient to the Modern world (60 000 BC – 1750), Civilisations (Egypt, China,
Rome), Vikings and the Spanish conquest of the Americas
• Geography – mapping skills, fieldwork, weather, liveability and migration

Year 7 & 8 Health
and Physical Education
Physical Education sessions aim to develop student’s general fitness and game skills to allow a broad range
of physical development. A major component of these sessions is to develop student’s ability to work in teams
and their understanding of good sportsmanship.
Our intention is to have as many students active and engaged in sport as possible. The aim of the program is
for less emphasis on winning and results, and more emphasis on having a go and having fun. We also provide
students with the opportunity to participate in school sporting carnivals and extra – curricula sport
throughout the school year.
• Cross Country
• Swimming Carnival
• Athletics Carnival
• Interschool Sports
Inter-School Sports is for students to learn about new sports, develop relationships, teamwork skills and
display exemplary sportsmanship. We compete on a termly basis in all Summer/Winter sports within our
Southern Peninsula District, representing our College with pride.
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Year 7 & 8 Art
‘Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist once we grow up.’
-

Pablo Picasso

We take pride in helping each of our students to remain artists.
Our talented and enthusiastic Visual Arts staff at Western Port Secondary College make it possible
for students to achieve their individual creative goals. Through a vibrant curriculum that meets the
new Victorian Curriculum standards from Year 7 to 10 we address the creative spirit that is innate
in all students, providing them with the knowledge and skills that will allow them to remain artists
throughout their lives.

Year 7 & 8 Music/Drama
Classroom music and drama is offered at Year 7. With extensive facilities, students are able to acquire
valuable skills that can be used in the wider community or pursued at the tertiary level.
The College also boasts an extensive co–curricular music program which includes instrumental tuition and a
significant band and ensemble program. Year 7 students are offered music lessons free of charge in Semester
one to allow them the opportunity to try learning a musical instrument. Year 7 & 8 students are encouraged
to audition for school productions and choirs.
Regular performances are given by each ensemble at a range of school and external events and competitions.
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Year 7 & 8 Woodwork
Students are introduced to Technology Materials in Year 8. Students use appropriate materials such as wood
metal and plastics to produce functional products. The course is designed to be hands-on whist still ensuring
students are meeting Victorian Curriculum requirements in Design, Creativity and Technology.

Year 7 & 8 Food Technology
Food Technology is offered in Year 7. The subject includes the study of food and nutrition and covers practical
skill development, using a diverse range of cuisines and a variety of ingredients. Food Technology develops
skills in investigation, designing, producing and evaluating through the use of design briefs. There is an
emphasis on the relationship between food and health, on safe use of equipment and on factors influencing
our food choices.
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